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nothing, they are now, to the misfortune of their neighbours,
something by their incorporation with the great Wahhabee body ;
and no better exemplification of a certain vulgar proverb
touching a beggar on horseback, and whither he will ride, can
be found anywhere than among the Khodeyreeyah and Aal-
'Aamar of Wadi Dowasir. Needs not say that where pillage is
to be had, their ragged troops can always be counted on, be it
for Sa'ood or be it for 'Abd-Allah.

Woshem is a very different province. Here predominates the
commercial, or at least the shopkeeper spirit, and "it is the
cause, it is the cause, my soul,'1 finds a fainter echo in Woshem
hearts than anywhere else throughout Djebel Towcyk. But their
quiet, unmartial disposition hinders them from being otherwise
than good subjects of a government on whose existence mainly
depends their substanlial profit, while it trebles and quadruples
the caravans of pilgrims on the Mecca road, and fills the ware-
houses of the wayside towns and villages, especially Shakra\
with whatever merchandise passes from the West to Nejed. In
war this* province supplies the commissariat rather than the
ranks; however, its inhabitants are good Wahhabees, and if they
furnish few " Zelators," produce also few malcontents.

Sedeyr is in extent the largest, and in reputation the highest
of all these districts. Here Nejdean generosity, courage, per-
severence, and long patience, are animated by somewhat of that
enterprising spirit so distinctive of the Shomer population; and
in physical qualities the men of Sedeyr have decidedly the advan-
tage over all their neighbours* Here also are those old towns,
almost the oldest on Arab records, old families, old and honour-
able memories. The Sedeyr is the nobleman of Nejed. The
greater proportion of the inhabitants are genuine Wahhabees,
and sincerely attached to the tenets of the sect, especially in
the southern tracts of the mountain; in the northern districts,
their intercourse with Koweyt, Zobeyr, and Djebel Shomer
has somewhat unsettled their opinions. On the other hand,
there is less political attachment to the Ebn-Sa'oods here than
elsewhe?e in Nejed; many of the chiefs regret their former
independence, and the people hanker after an indigenous "
government* It would require no very violent shock to detach
them from the Eiad dynasty; but not so from Wahhabee
doctrines.